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BICESTER SPORTS ASSOCIATION (BSA) is bringing forward ambitious plans to invest in our 
Chesterton ground and deliver state-of-the-art facilities for our user clubs.  

The proposals will deliver enhanced sports facilities, creating a modern sporting hub 
which is fit for the future. It will cater for our diverse range of specialist clubs and provide 
spaces for the local community to enjoy. 

Background 

BSA is committed to modernising, improving and 
enhancing sports provision for local people. It is a 
private trust which supports local grassroots sport 
and makes sport accessible to younger players. 

We have a uniqe opportunity to invest substantially 
in our Chesterton ground through the sale of our 
Oxford Road ground. Consolidation of our facilites 
at Chesterton will enable us to protect our long-term 
future by significantly reducing running costs and 
ensuring that our user clubs can continue to benefit 
from heavily subsidised use of impressive local 
facilities. 

What happens next?

Our public consultation will run until Friday 9 
November, after which we will finalise our planning 
application and submit it to Cherwell District Council 
for consideration. We are expecting to submit the 
application later this autumn. 

We welcome the views of local people and if you 
have any queries, or would like to comment, please 
contact us using the details below:

EMAIL: bsa@devcomms.co.uk

TEL: 0800 080 3177
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Clubhouse

The clubhouse will be flexible, enabling it to be subdivided as necessary to cater for the 
individual needs of each club and ensuring that it is available for use by multiple clubs at one 
time, as well as for local community events. 

The clubhouse will be completed to a high standard, with a full range of features, including: 
8 changing rooms (including accessible changing); officials changing room; physio and 
medical room; kit room; storage; kitchen; bar; trophy room; and outdoor terrace.  

Access and parking

The main vehicle entrance into the site, off Akeman Street, will remain in the same place and 
be upgraded. The current car park will be retained, with a new car park delivered at the 
centre of the site, providing 300 spaces across the site. 

OUR PLANS will deliver significant investment into our Chesterton ground, providing state-
of-the-art facilities for all our user clubs. 

The plans include a comprehensive range of brand new facilities for football, rugby, 
cricket, archery, shooting and dance, amongst other sports. The plans include substantially 
improved match pitches with optimum north-south orientation, a new shared clubhouse 
with flexible spaces, training grounds, an archery zone and a new indoor shooting range.
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STATUS REV DATE DESCRIPTION

S3 P01 29/05/18 Draft planning issue for review and comment
S3 P02 20/07/18 Location of potential tennis courts added

New high quality 
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with optimum 
north - south 
orientation 

Main site access to be improved and 
remain in same location
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Location for potential new 
tennis courts

New indoor 
shooting range Akeman Street

New footpath along Green Lane to 
Vespasian Way, linking the sports ground 
with Chesterton Village

Floodlit rugby pitch

Floodlit football 
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These plans are the culmination of many years hard work and we’re extremely proud 
of what’s been produced. We believe that this investment represents a step-change in 
sports provision for the local area.

We hope that local people will support our vision for Chesterton, which is so important 
for the future of sport in Bicester. 

Alistair Murphy, Chairman of Bicester Sports Association

We currently have over 200 members and feel that the expansion of Chesterton would 
dramatically enhance the quality of facilities available and help football across all age 
groups to progress.

Chris Wales, Chairman of Bicester Town Colts Football Club

We’ve always had a strong relationship with BSA and look forward to this continuing. 
We’re firmly supportive of this large investment into Chesterton which will provide a 
range of important new facilities for our club.

Phil Mist, Chairman of Bicester and North Oxford Cricket Club

We’re excited about the plans and believe they would benefit all the user clubs.

Katie Mitton and Jeanette Read, Joint Principals at the Just Dance Company
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THE PROPOSALS have been sensitively designed with the local community 
in mind, to ensure that they sit comfortably within their setting and provide 
opportunities for Chesterton residents to enjoy the ground. 

A first phase of public consultation was undertaken in 2016, with a full day 
exhibition taking place at our Chesterton ground. Feedback received has 
informed the proposals as they have evolved. 

Bicester United Football Club

Bicester Town Colts Football Club

Bicester Rugby Union Football Club

Bicester and District Rifle and Pistol Club

Bicester and North Oxford Cricket Club

Bicester Archers

Alchester Running Club

The Just Dance Company

Responsible neighours 

The proposed new facilities have been sensitively designed; a large open area has 
been left on the southern side of the grounds, with the floodlit pitches located away 
from residents. Modern directional lights will focus only on the pitches, preventing 
light spillage, and new planting would be introduced along the eastern and western 
boundaries to protect views of the site. 

A new pedestrian footpath would be installed from the Chesterton ground to 
Vespasian Way, creating a continuous pedestrian route from Chesterton Village to the 
sports ground. We will also provide a contribution towards the proposed pedestrian/
cycle link through the new country park to the east of Chesterton. 

The new clubhouse would be flexible, allowing it to be sub-divided as required and we 
would welcome local community use of the clubhouse for events. 

Site usage

Chesterton has been our main site for over 20 years and many more people already 
use the site than Oxford Road. 

A recent survey of all BSA user clubs, which 362 sports club members responded to, 
showed that 76% of these members already used Chesterton. Clubs that already use 
BSA’s grounds and would benefit include:
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